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ADVERTISEMENT. 


HE subject of this Eſſay has engaged 

the attention of : the whole Britiſh 
Nation for many years, both at home and 
abroad, and is now under the conſideration | 
of the Legiſlature; for which reaſon it is 
preſumed, that a republication of this very 
ſeaſonable account, which has been univer- 
fally eſteemed and approved of, may be as 
acceptable as it isin tereſting to the Public. 


* 


NORTHERN.COLONIES, &. 


N things which concern the intereſt of 
1. our native country in general, every per- 
"fon ſeems to have a right to give his ſen- 
timents; or at leaſt may be permitted, mo- 
deſtly to examine the ſubject, and propoſe | 
his advice; and although the queſtion in 
debate, may, in general, be much better 
managed by abler hands, yet ſome hints, that 
are new, ſome thoughts which are uſeful, 


\ 


B | | will 


„ 

will be brought to light by ſeveral aempti⸗ 
which had eſcaped the notice of the moſt 
ſagacious writer. This is not only deſigned. 
as an apology for the preſent attempt, but 
alſo to encourage others to endeavour to ſerve 
their country in the beſt manner they can, 
though they may not be able to do it with 
the ſame ſtrength or delicacy as others; it 
being a poor excuſe for not ſerving the public 
at all, becauſe we are not able to do it ſo 
effeQually as wemey defire. 
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[ S The 8 the Britiſh Northern 
| Colonies in America, is ſo peculiarly eir- 
curaſtanced, and from permanent cauſes, ſo 
perplexed and embarraſſed, that it is a hu- 
ſineſs of great difficulty to inveſtigate it, and 
put it in any tolerable point of light, ſo that 
it may be underſtood; this perhaps may be 
the cauſe why ſo little hath been attempted, 
and ſtill leſs effected, in this intricate though 


very intereſting inquiry. 


That 


E 
That which moſt particularly and.unhap- 


pily diſtinguiſhes, moſt of theſe Northern 
Britiſh Colonies, from all. others, either 


Britiſh, or any other nation, is, that the ſoil. 
and climate of them, is incapable. of pro- 
| ducing almoſt any thing which will ſerve to 
ſend directly home to the Mother Country. 


Yet notwithſtanding this fatal Ao 


their ſituation and circumſtances are ſuch, as 


to be obliged to take off, and conſume greater 
quantities of Britiſh Manufactures, than any 
other Colonies; their long cold winters, 
call for much cloathing, but their deep and 
laſting ſnows, make it impoſſible to keep 
ſheep, and thereby procure wool to ſupply 
that demand. Again, the ſame long win 
tere, prevent the labour of ſlaves being of 
any advantage in. theſe Colonies ; this, to- 
gether with the almoſt endleſs countries ly- 
SY yet to be ſettled and filled with 

B 2 iin 


41 
inhabitants, makes hands ſo ſcarce, and labour 
ſo dear, that no kind of manufactories can be 


ſet up and ſupported in theſe Colonies: And 


thus it appears on one hand, that the inha- 
bitants are obliged by neceſſity to take great 
quantities of goods from the Mother Coun- 


try; ſo on the other, it is no leſs evident, 


that nature hath denied them the means of 
returning any thing directly thither to pay for 


thoſe goods. 


1 


When theſe ſingular circumſtances are 
fully known, and duly conſidered, it will 
eaſily be found what the cauſe is, that a 
much greater number of ſhips and ſmaller 
veſſels are employed by the people of theſe 
Colonies, than of any others in the world : 
Unable to make remittances in a direct way, 
they are obliged to do it by a circuity of 
commerce unpractiſed by and unneceflary in 
any other Ny. The commodities ſhip- 


ped. 
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ped off by that are generally of ſuch a na- 
ture, that they muſt be conſumed in the 
country where firſt ſold, and will not bear 
to be reſhipped from thence to any other; 
from hence it happens that no one market 
will take off any great quantity; this o- 
bliges theſe people to look out for markets 
in every part of the world within their 
reach, where they can ſell their goods for 
any tolerable price, and procure ſuch things 
in return, as may ſerve immediately, or 
by ſeveral commercial exchan ges, to 1 
a remittance home. 


„ it may not be dilagreeable to 
examine ſome branches of this commeree a 
little more minutely. We will begin with 
thoſe Colonies moſt to the Northward, whoſe: 
neighbouring ſeas being ſtored. with fiſh, 
the inhabitants turn their induſtry. to catch- 
lng and curing of them; and when they 
ary 


n 
are become fit to ſhip, all that are called 
metchantable are ſent directly to Spain, 
Portugal, and Italy, and there ſold for 
money or bills of exchange, which are ſent 
directly to En gland, except a very ſmall part 
returned in the ſhips to America, in Salt, 
Raiſins, Lemons, Pickles, &c. A con- 
fiderable part of the fich yet remaining, 
which is unfit for the European markets, 
ſerves for feeding the ſlaves in the Weſt-In- 
dies; as much of this is ſold in the Engliſh 
iſlands as they will purchaſe, and the re- 
ſidue ſold in the French and Dutch Colonies, 
and in the end is turned into a remittance 
home. e 


The Colonies next to the Southward of 
thoſe we have been ſpeaking of, export 
lumber, | horſes, pork, beef, and tobacco 
(of a poor and unmerchantable kind which 
is raiſed in them ;) of theſe commodities as 

much 
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much ĩs ſold in all the Englith 'Weſt-Indies 
as they will purchaſe, the remainder is ſold 
to the French and Dutch, for molaſſes; 
this molaſſes i is brought into theſe "Colonies, 
and there diſtilled into rum, which" is ſent 
2 to the coaſt of Affica, and there ſold for 
. geld, ivory, and laves; the two firſt of 
theſe are ſent directly home; ; che laves are 
, carried to the Engliſh Weſt-Indies, and fold 


| he money or bills of HAS 'which are 
alſo remitted to En gland. n £72507 
As we ſtill proceed further Southward 
: into the next Colonies, we (hall find their 
1 principal produce is wheat; ; which being 
made in flour, is exported, and brought into 


all the Evgliſh ports in America: TEE after 
al theſe markets are ſupplied, 4 large overs 
plus remains, which i is ſold to the Spaniards, 


French and Dutch, as much as is poſſible 
; 8 for 


£8] 
for ſilver and gold, which is all remitted to 
Great Britain. 


The moſt Southern Colonies on the con- 
tinent, whoſe produce is chiefly tobacco, na- 


val ſtores, and rice, find a market for their 
goods in the Mother Country, and thereby 
make their remittances in a more direct way, 
and conſequently are leſs concerned in that 
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tedious round of commerce to which the 
others ate compelled to effect the ſame 
| end. 0 
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Haring given a brief and impartial view 
10 the principal branches carried on by the 
Northern Britiſh Colonies, we will next en- 
5 deavour to enquire, whether this commerce, 
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taken together, or any branch of it, be de- 
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trimental to the true intereſts of Great 


Britain, or in any degres injurious to the 
Britiſh 
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ceed to confider the conſequences that — | 
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follow the reftriftion, limi ation, or abſo- 
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whateyer buſineſs or commerce in any of the 
Northern, Colonies interferes. with, or is any 
way detrimental to the true intereſt, manu. 
factories, trade or commerce of Great Bri- 


tain, we reaſonably expect will be totally 


robibited. A certain. illicit oommerce, (not 
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before 1 poken of) practiſed by ſome of t the 
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Colonies directly with Holland and Ham- | 


burgh, me confeſs to be of. this kind; 
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like confeſſion is due, with reſpect t to thoſe | 
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ſhips that carry on the Fiſh trade to Spain, 


Italy, and Portugal, fo far as they are con- 


| cerned in importing any of the manufac- 
=_— >. tories 
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tories of theſe countries directly into the 
Colonies; though this is ſuppoſed t to be very 
little, if at all practiſed; but in bringing | 


Raiſins, Lemons, and other periſhable fruit 


q | 4 1 


— they cannot dureh be liable t to the 
| ſame cenſure. - For the inhabitants of the 


Colonies muſt be, wholly deprived of theſe 
refreſhments;” if they are not received in 


| this way, their periſhable nature not admit- 


ting of the ound - about tranſportation, firſt 
to Great Britain, and from thence to the 
Colonies; although theſe are articles of little 
conſequence i in themſelves, yet, as conſidet- 


able Profit is made by them, from a vety 
ſmall ſtock, this greatly encourages, and 
ö conſequently increaſes the whole fiſh trade, 


which is a bufineſs of the utmoſt i impor- 
| tance to all parts of the nation. = 
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B/ ome? it may be pales, tha at wh” 
trade from the Colonies to the coaſt of * 


Py regions. 
frica, is in ſome degree detrimental to the 


intereſt of Great Britain, as it interferes 
with the Engliſh trade directly thither, which 
is carried on principall y with her own ma- 
nufactures; ; although this at firſt view ap- ; 
pears to have ſome weight, yet, when i it is 
| conſidered that in this trade from the Co- 


lonies, not + only 0 the cargo ſent out, but the e a 


profits of the voyage, is | wholly converted 

into a remittance, or in other terms, into | 
Britiſh manufaQures, for the conſumption / 

in theſe Colonies, it will be found that it is | 
not injurious, but proves in the end bene- 
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Again, it may be Had the kebacss ſhipped 
off from ſome of the Colonies defrauds the 
King's revenue, and militates with the Bri- 
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tiſh, commerce: The force of of this g ob yeRion 
61375 122 44 i 30 * YEE 1 N 


will be removed, by conſidering that the 


127 1803 7 101072 
coldneſs of hs * and the barrenneſs 
e571 et 8-200 1490 nne t: ttoi m ei A990 
of the lands in the Colonies where ff to to-. 
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bacco is planted, is ſuch, that it is I mpoſ- 
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fable to produce any that will do to ſhip t to. 


; * . eint 
Great Britain; for neither the qualit ty of 
mmm 16 309-1 1 want) 


it will bear the inspection of. that market, 
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Nor the value come near pay! ing the Juty: 


551 7 
190 


Yet, this tobacco, at as it is, finds a to- 


dio 109} died 317 Y _ yore” ine. 


tcrable market among the r i ſlaves in the | 


Telk 2 71 
Welt.Indies, who are not able to purchaſe 


1 


Denn 4+ 21807 
better ; from hence it | appears, the revenue 
* . 2 77 it 0 4 


could not be bettered by this tobacco being 


115th 181 "1 


ent ome; and alſo, that the demand for 


> 4: in ($7 ff 1 (31 I 2 10 4 A 


merchantable tobacco i is not jeſſened i in any 
degree by this being uſed by the Negroes, 
who could by no means come up to the 
gn 3: e e 


We 
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We now come to yiew the commerce 


4 P ; TI o5: 


© the Northern Colonies, es, as it relates to, to, 


TE? 


is any way connected with the Britiſh — 


4 „ 22 7 . I” ! 


| Colonies.” Agd here we ſhall by no means 


„ $7pe\ © = FLUE I! or dat 


make il the ſame concefſio ns, which, our du auty 


. 


® and dependanee on the Mather, Country, 


obliged us to make ig diſcuſſing the former 
part of this queſtion; but. ſhall here take 


it for grar need, that every. branch of buſineſs 
and commerce in the Northern Colonies, 


A 


ieh is beneficial to them, although it 


may in a leſs degree b be injurious to the Su- 
gar Colonies, ought, notwithſtanding that, 
to be dee and encouraged. 


| What i is chiefly ctmplaiged of, is a trade 


carried on by the Northern Colonies, with | 


the French and Dutch Sugar Colonies, and 
this, it is 8 is ee, to the Britiſh | 
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duce i in our Weſt-Indi: ia markets, or "iy. 


leſſening the demand for, and conſequently 
the price of their own: As to the firſt, it is 5 
univerſally known that every kind of Nor- 
thern produce, which finds any demand at 
all in our Weſt-India markets, Is continually 
carried thither in ſuch quantities, asto keepthe 
market always glutted; and, on a medium, 
every article is conſtantly ſold as cheap there : 
as the ſame article can be purchaſed at in 
the Colony where it is produced. And it 
all intercourſe with the French and Dutch | 
was intirely ſtopped, yet no greater quanti- 
ties of Northern produce would be ſent to 


the Britiſh Sugar iſlands than is now; for 


no body can ſuppoſe the Northern people 
ſo immoderately fond of trade as to ſend more 
goods to any market than can be fold there 
for the prime coſt. 


Nor is there more weight in the other . 
part of this complaint, that the ſale of their 
| own 


8 1. 


own oroduce | is hurt by this commerce ; for 
the whole that is propoſed and aimed at by 
the Northern Colonies, in this trade with 
the French and Dutch, is to put off their 
own produce for money or molaſſes, neither 
of which the Britiſh Sugar Colonies have to 
ſpare ; except ſome” molaſſes at Jamaica, 
the whole of which is conſtantly fold to the 


Northern people by the planters, at their 


* ” * -+ — 5 
* 3 


own Der price. | 


But it it is "further aid, that the Freach 
Colonies are. enriched, and the Engliſh ones 
impoveriſhed by this commerce : This ob⸗ 
jection comes with a bad grace from our 
brethren of the Weſt-Indies, who are con- 
ſtantly ſupplied with every ſort of Northern 165 
produce at fifty per Cent. leſs than the ſame | 
kinds of goods are ſold for to the F rench | 
and Dutch, when at the ſame time, every 
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thing purchaſed. in theſe Englith markets, 


coſts fifty per Cent. more than the ſame: ar- 


ticles are bought for amongſt the French 
and Dutch; therefore, if one grows rich, 


„ 


and the other poor, it doth not ariſe from 


this Fommeres, but muſt come from other 


TER) # 


FE ET 


| r 
Let us purſue this a a little fur- 


ther, and inquire, whether if all inter- 


courſe with the F rench and Dutch was at 
an end, the f Britiſh Sugar Colonies are ca- 
pable of purchaſing, and making uſe of all 
the Northern produce now vended in the 
whole Weſt-Indies ? This queſtion, the moſt 
fanguine planters, notwithſtanding their good 


opinion | of their own Ter mut 


22 


n 


done with this EE ? Muſt the q quantity 
of 


[37 1 
bf fiſh, flour, lumber, horſes, | &c. pro- 
duced in the Northern Colonies, be leſſened 
much more than one half, until they be } 
made to dwindle down into the diminutive 
ſize of theſe markets? Or can any ſucce- 
daneum be pointed our, that will be more 
ſalutary upon the whole than the preſent 
practice ? Again, upon a ſuppoſition that 
the whole of the Northern produce could | 


be diſpoſed of in the Britiſh Weſt-Indies; = 


are they able to furniſh the Northern peo- | 
ple with money, or any thing elſe that will 
enable them to make the ſame remittances 
to the Mother Country they now do? And 
which is the great and almoſt ſole end that 
all their commerce aims at: Or, will not 
this be found vaſtly to exceed their ability, 
and that the Britiſh manufactures conſumed 
in theſe Colonies, and the remittances made 


from thence annually, greatly exceed every 
D thing 
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thing produced in the Sugar Colonies, ex- 
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cepting ſo much of their Sugar and Rum 
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as will ſerve for their own remittances. 


Upon the whole, how very unkind and 
ungenerous muſt it be, in the rich, proud, 
and overbearing planters of the Weſt-In- 
dies, to make uſe of all their weight and 
influence to limit and diſtreſs the trade, and 
thereby to cramp and impoveriſh the poorer 
Northern Colonies; when yet this con- 
duct brings no real advantage to them- 
ſelves, but only ſerves to ſhew forth a wan- 
ton diſplay of the opulence and influence 
of a very few overgrown Weſt-India 
eſtates. E 


From ſuch a conduct, we might almoſt 
draw this untoward concluſion, that as theſe 
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vernment over ſlaves, and have ſo long taſted 
the ſweets of oppreſſing their fellow crea- 
tures, they can hardly forbear eſteeming two 
millions of free and loyal Britiſh ſubjects, 
inhabitants of the Northern Colonies, in the 
fame light ; and perſuading themſelves, that 
they are only to be conſidered as placed 
there for their own uſe, advantage, and e- 


molument. 


The laſt point to be conſidered, is the 
conſequences that muſt follow upon the li- 
mitation, reſtriction, or abſolute prohibition 
of this Northern commerce. And here, if 
we conſult experience, the ſureſt guide to 
right. reaſoning on ſuch ſubjects, we ſhall 
find, that the act of the 6th of George the | 
Second, commonly called the Sugar Act, 
laying ſo high a duty on all foreign Sugar, | 
Molaſſes, and Rum, imported into the Bri- 1 

9 2 tiſh 
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tiſh plantations, amounts, in effect, to a 
prohibition, hath never in any degree in · 
creaſed the Royal Revenue, or brought any 
other real advantage to the Mother Coun. 
try: Neither hath it been at all more bene- 
ficial to the Britiſh Sugar Colonies, at whole 
" Inſtance it was procured. | But although no 
ſalutary conſequences have any where fol- 
lowed this act, yet, many and great miſ- 
chiefs and diſadvantages, as well as corrupt 
and ſcandalous practiſes have flowed from it 
in all the Engliſh Colonies: The merchants, 
unwilling to quit a trade, which was in a 
great meaſure the foundation of their whole 
circle of commerce, have gone into many 
illicit methods to cover them in ſtill carrying 
it on; while the Cuſtom- Houſe Officers 
have made a very lucrative jabb of ſhutting 
their eyes, or at leaſt of opening them no 
farther than their own private intereſt required. 


It 


E & |} 

- It may perhaps be thought all this may 
be remedied, by appointing better methods, 
and creating other officers, that will effec- 
tually carry this act into execution; but this 
will, on trial, be found a miſtake; This 
trade may be wholly ſtopt; but duties as 
high as are laid by this act, cannot by any 
means whatſoever be collected, being vaſtly 
greater than the trade itſelf can poſſibly 
bear; therefore, any method effectual for 
collecting this duty, will alſo be effectual 
for putting an intire end to the whole 
trade. | 


And if the defign of the Britiſh legiſla- 
ture was, by this act, to increaſe the King's 
revenue, and not prohibit the trade, it might 
have anſwered that end much better, if, : 
inſtead of fix-pence, for every gallon of 


molaſſes, the duty had only been a half-penny | 
upon 
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upon each gallon, and in the ſame propor- 


tion for the other articles mentioned in the 
act; as the trade might have borne ſuch a 
duty, it would have been chearfully paid 


by the; merchants, and would even at this 


rate, produce a far greater revenue yearly to 
the crown, than has ever yet been paid by 
all the Continent, in America; and perhaps 
greater than any higher duty will ever pro- 
duce; for the higher the duty is, the leſs 


the trade will be, and therefore it is not 


unreaſonable to ſuppoſe a ſmall duty will 
yield more than a large one can do. And 
indeed, the whole exportation from theſe 
Colonies, conſiſts in articles of ſo great bulk 
in proportion to the value, that when a ſhip 
is loaded with them, and makes a voyage, 
the hire of the - ſhip, mariners wages and 
proviſions, inſurance, and other neceſſary 


charges, take ſo great a part of the returns, 


7 | that 


1 


that very ſmall profits only can "be" made 


in any branch of this trade; and therefore. 
it is impoſſible it ſhould bear _y high du- | 


EE EEC * 


If this matter ſhould be RIOT? farther, 
and an act of parliament obtained for puts 
ting a total ſtop to all trade between the Nor- 
thern Colonies and the Spaniſh, French, 
Dutch, and Daniſh ſettlements, in Ame- 
rica, ſuch an act muſt be abſolutely ruinoug 
to theſe Colonies; at leaſt for a great 
while, until time and neceſſity ſhall teach 
the people to make a thorough alteration in 
their whole domeſtic cconomy. 5 And, if 
to this be added, a rigorous execution of 
thoſe acts paſſed long ago, (though hitherto 
wiſely winked at) by which the fiſh ſhips are 
prohibited to bring any thing but ſalt from 
Spain, Portugal, and Italy; both theſe mea- 


ſures 
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ſures taken together, muſt put an effectual 
end to the fiſhery : Being prevented by one 
from importing the ſmall articles before 
mentioned, in their ſhips from Europe, all 
the clear profits of theſe voyages will be loſt F 
and by the other, one ſixth part of their 
whole fiſh, which uſed to be fold in the fo- 
reign markets in America, muſt now periſh 
in their hands for want of buyers : Theſe 
things will fall fo heavy, that all thoſe con- 
cerned in the fiſh trade, muſt ſink under 


their weight; and conſequently the whole 


fiſhing buſineſs be loſt, and in it the prin- 
cipal reſource of remittances in ſeveral of 
the moſt conſiderable Colonies. 


The caſe of the other Colonies will not 
be much better, upon the meaſures taking 
place, for more than one half of their lum- 
ber, flour, horſes, &c. uſually exported, 

| * 


„ 
muſt now be on hand for want of markets, 
and their ability to make remittances will be 
decreaſed in a much greater proportion; as 
it hath been by this foreign trade, and its 
conſequent branches, they have hitherto been 
enabled to make the principal part of their 
returns to the Mother Country; receiving 
very little in their trade with the Engliſh 
iſlands, that ever can be made to ſerve that 
mn N «TOR; K In © 4244404 
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74 Pat fy great: bie fatal to manyg 
may with certainty be pointed out: The 
merchants throughout the Continent, wha 
have been chiefly concerned in importing Bri- 
th manufactures into America, and wha 
generally receive their goods on credit, when 
almoſt every means of making returns are 
taken from them, muſt fail in payment ; and 
Tar deficiencies muſt ſoon appear in the 
| E | Colonies, 
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Colonies, than we have lately heard of in 
Holland and Hamburgh, and the loſs, in the 
end, fall on the manufacturers and merchants 
of the Mother Country. - 


It requires no great ſhare of ſagacity to 
perceive that all the affairs of theſe Colonies 
muſt put on a very gloomy appearance, when 
twenty thouſand ſeamen and fiſhermen are 
turned out of employ; when the ſhipping 
they uſed to navigate and improve, are all 
hauled up, and laid by as uſeleſs; when 
more than one half the hands, whoſe buſft- 4 
neſs it hath been to make lumber, flour, 
beef, pork, &c. muſt forſake their callings, 
and find out others, or ſtarve; that theſe 
are not the wanton exaggerations of fancy, 5 
but ſober and ſtubborn facts, with their train 
of melancholy con ſequences, that muſt as 
neceſſarily follow, as effects do their cauſes. | 

7 More- 


J 
| Moreover, as the ability of theſe Colo- 
nies to pay for Britiſh manufactures, will 
be two thirds taken away, the people muſt 
content themſelves, and make the beſt they 
can of the one third part they are {ill able 
to purchaſe ; and thoſe who are taken from 
the ſea, the fiſhery, and the other branches 
of buſineſs before-mentioned, with mul- 
titudes beſides, who will not be able by any 
means to procure ſuch European goods as 
they want, muſt be compelled, by mere 
neceſſity, to employ themſelves in ſuch 
coarſe and homely manufactories, as their 
ability and {kill will enable them; ſupplying 
their neceſſities in the beſt manner they can 
by their labour ; having this encouragement 
always before them, that practice will make 
them more expert in their ſeveral buſineſſes ; | 
And as all kinds of cloathing muſt become 
extremely ſcarce and dear, this will encoy- 
E 2 rage 
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rage the huſbandmen, in ſpite of all obſta- : 


cles, to keep more ſheep, in order to ſupply 
this demand ; ſo that it is very poſſible, the 
inhabitants of theſe Colonies, in the next 
age, may find they are much bettered by 
the meaſures which have undone us who 


lived in this. 


Before we leave this point, we may be 
permitted modeſtly to enquire, if any intel- 
ligent Briton, who is fully informed of all 
the circumſtances attending this whole queſ- 
tion, can poſlibly deſire ſuch limitations, re- 
ſtrictions, and prohibitions as have been be- 
fore ſpoken of, ſhould take place in theſe 
Colonies? Doth not Great Britain export to 
the Colonies on this Continent, in her own 
manufactures, nearly to the amount of two 
millions a year? Doth Great Britain pay 
more than half a million a year for all the 
un- 


= 


unwrought materials ſhe purchaſes abroad, 
and which go into theſe manufactures ſhe 
ſends to America? If theſe premiſes are 
true, doth there not reſt in her hands the 
immenſe balance of one million and an half 
annually by her exportations to theſe Colo- 
nies? And is not this a greater profit than | 
any other kingdom on earth draws from its | 
Colonies? Although, for want of juſt in- | 
: formation, ſome inaccuracies be found in 
theſe calculations ; yet, when thoſe are all | 

removed, the balance in fayour of Great 
Britain, by this commerce with her Colo- 
nies, will be found ſo vaſtly large, that it is 
not rational to believe any of her well- in- 
formed ſons can ever defire that this trade, 
or any other which enables the Colonies to 
ſupport and carry this on, ſhould be any way 
obſtructed, embarraſſed, or prohibited, by 
any acts or laws of her own making - which, 
though 


4 i 1] 

though they may ſeem on the firſt view, 
to be calculated for other and better purpo- 
ſes; yet on a full and clear examination, 
will be found to have a direct tendency to 
weaken, and in the end, deſtroy this very 
beneficial intercourſe between the Mother 
_ and her Colonies, | EE 


No 1 that can poſlibly accrue to 
the Sugar Colonies, and through them to 
Great Britain by theſe meaſures being pur- 
ſucd, can with juſtice be put in the balance, 
by any, reaſonable and conſiderate man, 
againſt the real and deſtructive miſchiefs that 
muſt fall on the Northern Colonies by it; 
and, through them, on the Mother Coun- 
try: Nor can any ſuppoſed increaſe of the 
Royal Revenue, ariſing from burdens and 
duties being laid on all, or any part of the 
| commerce in queſtion, be any adequate 

compenſation to Great Britain, for the loſs 
1a 7 hen 
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ſhe muſt thereby ſuſtain in 1 exportation 
of her own manufactures. For it may be 
depended on as an axiom, That nothing li- 
mits the conſumption of Britiſn manufac- 1 
tures in the Northern Colonies, but the 
people's ability to pay for them 3j and chat 
whatever leſſens that ability, will, in __ 
FO leſſen the Penny ny Pe. 
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An cb renden or two, l from 
a modern Hiſtorian, writing about che Co- 
lonies of another nation, ſhall conclude theſe 
remarks. « The maxim of the Spaniſh 
« Court has always! been to make their Poſ- 
ec ſeſſions in the Indies, benencial to the 
* « Crown, Aer than to the nation; aud 
4 this is the true cauſe. that they bave been 
oo much” leſs ſerviceable than they might 
« have been to both. Thie Want of u free 
de commeret has checked their navigation, 
&© hindered 
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ce hindered their increaſe of | ſhipping, and 
c kept them poor and weak in the midſt of 
cc riches——The only maxim, there- 
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e fore, that can encourage trade, is making 
et every thing eaſy to thoſe who are diſpoſed 
© to engage in it, and let the profits of the 
40 government be the laſt thing to be con- 
« ſidered; for which they will not be leſs, 
ce ſince the monarch of a rich people can 
e never be poor; and the crown, where 
e the people is Poor, can never be Jong 
SIRE 159d aan dong 20 291 


And, 4 - ſhort Adele, to the Colonies 
principally concerned, , ſhall put an end to the 
whole. Firſt, let them all be perſuaded 
not to make any dependance on eluding the 
force of ſuch laws, as are already, or may 
hereafter be made for limiting and reſtrain- 


ing their commerce: 0 reſt ther hope on 
"as 
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the indulgence of the Cuſtom-Houſe Of- 
ficers, whoſe duty it is to ſee theſe laws ex- 
ecuted; ſuch methods are equally unjuſt 
and ineffectual, expenſive and odious; and 
render the Colonies in which they are prac- 
tiſed, obnoxious to the reſentment of the 
adminiſtration at home; and tend to juſtify 
an extraordinary exertion of power, em- 
ployed for carrying theſe laws into execu- 
tion, which otherwiſe muſt have been highly 


blame worthy. 


Rather, let their whole expectations of 
relief, depend altogether on a proper appli- 
cation to. the Britiſh Legiſlature : In order to 
this, all the Colonies concerned ought to 
unite, and appoint proper perſons, who 
may prepare a true ſtate of the commerce | 


- of 


. 


of theſe Colonies, noting the branches 


which are peculiar to each; let this be ſent 


to their ſeveral agents, and by them jointly 
be laid before the Lords Commiſſioners for 
Trade and Plantations. in order to be ex- 
amined and corrected, as need may require; 
and from thence, and with their recommen- 
dation, let it be brought before the Parlia- 
ment, where doubtleſs it will be farther 
examined, and duly conſidered, and every 
branch of ovr commerce that coincides with 
the general intereſt of the nation, be coun- 
tenanced and eſtabliſhed; and if we prac- 
tiſe any, which are found to have a con- 
trary tendency, they muſt be given up and 
forſaken. | 


Tan, 


18 1 
This, or ſomething very like it, ſurely 
is the duty, as well as the intereſt of all theſe 
Colonies; and if their cauſe be good, ag 
moſt certainly it is, what have they to fear 
from ſuch a proced ure? Or rather, what 
have they not to hope, from ſuch an ap- | 
plication and appeal to a King who delights 
in doing good to all his ſubjects; to a peer- 
age, wiſe, and accurate, guided by the 
principles of honour and beneficence; and 
to a repreſentative body, penetrating and 
prudent, who conſider the good of the 
whole, and make that the meaſure of their 
public reſolves. 1 


N. B. Since the foregoing Eſſay came to 
the Printer's hands, the Writer has obtained 
accounts of the exports to North-America, 


2 | F 2 _ 


ET 
and the Weſt-India iſlands, by which it 
appears, that there has been ſome increaſe 
of trade to thoſe iſlands as well as to North 
America, though in a much leſs degree. 


Tho following extract from theſe ac- 
counts will ſhow the reader, at one view, 
the amount of the exports to each, in two 
different terms of five years; the terms taken 


at ten years diſtance from each other, to ſhow + 
the increaſe, viz. 


Firſt Term, from 1744 to 1748, incluſive. 
Northern Colonies. Weſt India Iſlands. 


1744— L. 640,114 12 4.—L. 796,112 17 9 
1745—=— 534,316 2 5—— 03, 669 19 9 
1746—— 754,945 4 3——--4722994 19 7 
17479—— 726,648 46 $5——--856,463 18 6 
NOI 020,043 36.  $rn—"FROOK 29.5 


Total, {3,486,268 2 2 [3,363,337 10 10 
| Difference, 122,930 10 4 


. 3,486, 268 1 8 
Second 


LF - 
Second term, from 1754, to 1758, incluſive. 


Northern Colonies. Weſt-India Iſlands. 


1754—L£.1,246,615 1 11—£.685,675 3 © 
1755——1,177,848 6 10—--694,667 13 3 
1756——1, 428,20 18 10—--733,458 16 3 
1757—=1,727,924 2 10=--776,488 0 6 
| 1758—12632,948 13 rn 19 11 


* — — 


Total, C. 7,414,057 4 11er 12 11 
Difference, 3,646,215 11 4 


2 


L. 7,414,067 4 3 
In the firſt term, total for | 


the Weſt-India Iſlands. 3,363,337 10 10 


In the ſecond term, ditto. 3, 767, 841 12 11 


22 — 
* — — 


| Increaſe only £4 0,404; 504 2 1 
In the firſt term, total for 


the Northern Colonies, 3,486,268 1 2 7 
In the ſecond term, ditto: - 7,414,057 4-2 


— — 


Increaſe, C. 3,927,789 3 1 
By 
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the ſecond term 
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